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Trotsky for Beginners 






MARX £N GELS 


STAUN 


LENIN 


But n wus Stalia not Trots ky» who rose to power after Lenini death 
Stalin tried omthimt to mate Trotsky dL$an«ar tnom ‘nfliciar Siivir 


Stalin tried everything to mate Trotskv disappear from ‘oftkrar Soviet 
histoiy , Censorship reroovvd Trotsky from all pictures which showed him 
as a leader of the Russian Revolution next in importance to Lenin. 


Trotsky became a hion-pcrson" * . f 







o ut io uat the teh-and -blood Trotsky'? 

Trotsky's ital name was !r\ Davydovich Btvnstrm. He wm bom 26 
October (8 November in the New Style calendar) 1879 in Yanovka. a 
vilkfe in the southern Russian province of Kherson. 


8 


mj 



*THERE (5 A WHOS WHO AT THE BACK Of THIS BOOK 





“For several months / was mutely 
in love with the coloratura 
soprano * , * who seemed to me to 
have descended straight from 
heaven to the stage hoards of 
Odessa.* 


rooWLf 


“A weB-written book in which 
one can find new ideas , and a 
good pen with which to 
communicate one r s own ideas to 
others , for me have always been 
and are today the most valuable 
and intimate products of 
culture . " from Mv Ufe, Trotsky 
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Ln summer. Ihe teen-aged Trotsky, now wcWrcsscd and wearing giasscs, 
w ould return to his father's farm where he looked, and fefr out of place 
He got 'all excited and used harsh words' because the peasants did not 
accept that geometry whs a quicker and better method lo measure a 
trapc/okbl tick!. 


/wokt srupipf 
I ytH y don't you use 

\ my satuitrtc 

METHOD? 




BECAUSE, WHEN WEVE 
MEASURED VfE FlEO> 
ACCURATELY wmi 
OUR WOODEN TRiANUE 
AND COMPARE OOR 
RESULT WrrH YouRs 


- yours is always 

WRONq 


YS ^ 

V 




Trotsky- was always quick- 
tempered arrogant and a 
stubborn believer in tmeUecfual 
sotutioov 
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L£\ 1/ PAVYDOVtCH, 
5 OME THINGS 
| ARE TOO SACRED 
TO JOKE I 

V About/ y 


At the Nikofeiev dick's New 
Yeir's Eve party in IB% 
Trotsky proposes a lemst to 
ic&k Akrxandra. 


AJcxandra Sokolovskava won 
the debate m the end. 
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Trcxsky$ studies next took him lo Nikolaev, a small seaport town Heir, m 1896 he attends a 
social® dtseussjon dirkr which met in an ordhoid Alexandra Sokolovskaya, a Marxist. was 
invited to the tilde. She aqgucd in twor td proletarian socialism against all varieties of Narodnik 
jxatsant socialism Trotsky ddended the Narodniks. 

HOW CAN YOU, A YOONCj QIRL, STAMP THAT 
PRY, NARROW, IMPRACTICAL MARXIST STUFF? 


HOW CAN YOU S£ CONTENT 
WITH A HLAPfUL OF VAQUE 
IDEALISTIC EMOTIONS ? 











With Alexandras brother* Gjtgoty. and other friends, Trotsky bqpns dandetfine activity and 
organises the South Rindan Workers Union in 1897. The T&ria police qukldy hit back in 
18%, Trotsky was arrested and placed m solitary confinement "Then: were times when I was 
sick with loneliness . . * 

To while away the time he 
composed revolutionary 

lintmcks They were never 0 

Vs f*' e Jge#> r > 





But Darwin 
himself was not 
an atheist 


- W 


from J}* Prophtt Anwd 

Isaac Deutscher 


“To the end of 
my lie I shall 
wonder whether 
Darwin was Sincere ; 
in the or whether 
he merely paid 
he tribute to 
conventional 


In a two-year spell in pr&on T rotsky read Voltaire, 
Kant and especially Darwm* “Darwin's description 
of the way in which the pattern on the peacock^ 
feathers formed ifcctf naturally* banished forew 
the idea of the Supreme Being from my mind * 








Tratxkv i$ sentenced lo lour 
jears deportation in Siberia. Jn 
pri urn he marries his old 
spampg partner. Alexandra 
Sokohvskaim, who will 
accompany him to Siberia 


In JfTktf h To Bt Deme"* I jtminargiic^aga trust all notions of worker* being 
spontaneously capable of overthrowing their oppressors. Workers may 
develop trade unions; but thai wont automatically' make them political 
revohitkinanes. 








Trotsky's writings on politics, art and science appear 
under the name Amid Qto ianndate in Italian). His fame 
as a writer wiU cam him the nickname Pero, “the Ptn\ But 
he is impatient in Siberia. In 1902 he says farewell to Alexandra 
and their two daughters bom in Siberia and escapes. 


DON r QET INTO 
ANY TROUBLE, 
DEAR/ 


He needs a false name in qise 
he*s caught and questioned. He 
chooses the fina one that enter* 
his head Troisky, the name of a 
warder in Odessa prison. 



On an October dawn in 1902 Trotsky knocks at the door of 30 Halford 
Square, near Km& Cross Station in North London. Inside Lenin and his 
companion Krupskaya are awakened 






For the evolutionary veterms, like Pfckhanov, Vera Zasulich, Martov, 
but especially Leraa Iskra is more than a paper. It is the onsaiusai tonal 
nucleus of the Russian Socml-Democratto labour Piny, 
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LONDON 1903: THE 2nd CONGRESS OF THE RUSSIAN 
SOCIAL-DEMOCRATIC LABOUR PARTY 


Today* this Congress is 
remembered for the political 
wrangles which split the new- 
bom RSDLF into two factions; 
the Jbfcfevfc (majority-hes) 
led by Lenin and the 
Mmsheviki (minonty-ites) ted 
by Martov and others. These 
tactions soon became the two 
parties of Russian Marxism 
with opposed views about 
resolution. 

What was the dispute about? It 
started with the co-editors of 
fskra, Ixnin and Martov, 
arguing about party 
organisation * * * 


VL 


AM UNDERGROUND 
PARTY WHICH 
WANTS 7D 
OVERTHROW THE 
TSARIST STATE 
Must be smicnyl 
C£MTRAUSET>/ 

Lenin 




O0RS (SNTA PARTY 
OF RROFESS/ONAL 
REVOJLU770NARIES 

bot one open to 
anyone who 

B£UEV£S IN ITS 
PROGRAMME ! 

Martbv 




L£KffM 


MARTOV 


Trotsky sided with Martov and the Mensheviks— partly, as he later 
admitted, out of anger and because he couldn't understand Ijcnin’f 
ruthless behaviour. 

The Congress rcwah an important aspect of Trotsky's dtaracter and sense 
of politics: his deep dislike of factionalism of any kind. One example one 
of the Social-Democratic groups at the Congress, the Jewish Socialist 
Bund* warned Jewish workers to remain aut onomous within the RSDt P. 
But the Congress, including Trotsky, Martov and Ixnin, opposed the 
Bund and voted for its fusion into "the RSDLP party structure. 

Ihai was the view of all leading Marxists, including Jewish ones like 
Trotsky, Martov and others. 



After the Congress, Piekhanov goes over to the Mensheviks, Lenin withdrawn from hkra 
uhich is taken over by 1 the Mensheviks, Trotsky, stifle remaining independent, contribciia 
fiery diatribes again*! I min which the Mensheviks love. 

In his battle against Lenin. Trotsky often resorted 

to vulgar persona! abuse. — " 


especially the 'Russian > 

ones, were wont -fo state l| 

tieir views with ruthless Ifl 

frankness. Su^asaruk. 

they refrained from 3|§ 

personal mud-sli'flai^o. J 

'Trvtskys offe^vx I * 

merely by y^ttvful ebullience - be now exhifa 
a characteristic of which he aruW never cjuife. 
himself; he could not separate ideas from men. 

isaac. .VBnsoje 





Trotsky remained opposed to Lenin's conception of the party for a whole decade. In Our 
Political Tasks he savagely attacked many of Lenin's formulas: 

{surf's indkodc 

1 t 'gcU-bthiZ : ifcl 


I Ea? M&WiiAfl ^ 


(ToMMiTTEf 




0& (X uf( / mz ; 75t^t * 

t&c Mm Crtmutfet 



pv ifeoMmsabio*, 

ft SM/jfe 

dicfzdw'zuhskkfa 
himicir fx ItCc 
Czvdto/ CfrutHittec 


Trotsky was later lo disown this 
book. But not completely 1 He 
admitted that on the central 
question of party discipline he 
had been wrong. But he also 
insisted that the book contained 
«vcnt insights into the narrow 
mentality of some Bo Is hoik 
commit ice men of the period 
Trotsky was closer to the 
Menshevik view of the party. 
Bil h» grasp of revolutionary 
tactics led him further from 
them than even Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks. During oeiv 
revolutionary upsurge Trotsky 
was doser to lenin than many 
of the Bobhevik committee 


ru 


Ms 



^VfcV/K S 


For many years Trotsky 
believed a reconciliation 
between the Mensheviks and 
Bolsheviks was possible. 
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1904-1905: THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 

Th» war for colonies m ■ 

if u. T»5'i * 


Thte war for colonies in 
Manchuria, Chma and Korea 
ended in defeat for the Tier’s 
armies. The autocracy was 
shaken by the experience in the 
‘Manchunan cemetery" by the 
rang dwmnient m (he cities and 
countryside, ^ 
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ulStO« TCA h 


[Meat in war economic and 
social cnsis always mom a 

sharp rae in wockingsdass ' , _ 5.** A s at 

I* j*2 fORESf 

- -"^150 ^ eUROP&i A, KW« ^I^OBT^k soci^ 

s® ■ «s®JtSS»^«i «■ ’^cS^ssssjg 

S5K«.f «S®?5»S5si:J£ *» ?&«P ~“!e »* t 







BLOODY SUNDAY 

j 

/jk^nl 

22 JanuaA 1905: 300.000 jinking workers in Si. 

1 

Pnenhurg maivh U> the Winter l*abcc to petition 
tit Isar. But the ‘Little Lather’ refuses to see a 



dckgEUtion and orders hb troops to dtspenc the 


! \ LsJ 

crowds. 


KBB 


TSAR: NICHOLAS II 


Within weeks a general strike had developed in towns throughout Russia 
and a railway strike paralrad the main lines. In a pamphlet written in 
1904, submitted to but not published by the Menshevik press, Trotsky had 
predicted (hb development with amazing accuracy. 

The 1 sai offers concession!*. The liberal bourgeoisie rush to accept 
them. How are the liberals organising 1 * Thnxigh a political party known as 
ihe Constitutional Democrats i referred to by its initials kalvdeh m 
Kudets) Its leader b P, N. Mityukov, an hijboriaa He b rebuked for hb 
capiiukbon to the Tmt by Trotsky. 


'7 ^ S \ 



Hil^ukov 


TftAfTOft? 


UNHAPPY 
POSITION 
Of t 

ZJBERAL 


exmeMtsrf 



* i 

(Q&'W W 



If the revolution does not ehh a\va v, the bureaucracy h ill 
cling to you as a bulwark; and if you really try to become 
its bulwark, the victorious revolution will throw \t/u 
overboard ... (if, on the other hand, the resolution is 
de feated, then Tsardom will ha\e no use for liberalism ) i 
You propose not to be disturbed by the voices from the 
right and voices from the left . .. the resolution has not 
yet said its last word. With powerful and broad thrusts it 
lowers the edge of Us knife over the head of absolutism, 
let the wiseacres of liberalism beware of putting their 
hands under the glittering steel blade, let thetn beware. . . 

Tfc*JT5»CY from The Prophet Armed, Imbc Deutsche* 





1905 Revolution was a “general dies® -rehearsal* It ttverely dented the 
but could not owthnjw it. From that the Russian 
many new lessons— and the most important one was 
{he formation of . . . 

THE PETERSBURG SOVIET OF WORKERS’ 
DEPUTIES 


Trotsky (co*dre left) wrtfi memijws of the Soviet 

34 



The first appearance of democratic power in modem Russian history'? 
there was real democracy, with the voters’ right to recall their deputies at 
any moment 


WHAT IS A > 
$W£T, EXACTLY? 


AH ' QOOD 

question: 


The Soviet is an ewbty o 
dr a. revolutionary 
govern went, /f onjoniSftS 
a {tee press, ft organises 
sheet patrols to secure 
tile of the citizens. 
H- takes over the post 
office ... ■Hie fail roads... 
The first v^ve of foe 
next revolution will lead 
h> the creation of Soviets 
all over the Ccvnrry.Q 

Trotsky 
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Petersburg had a hatf-mdlroiWrotig proletarian population. Of these, the 
Soviet represented about half, mostly factory and plant workers. 

BUT Trt£ SOVIET * 

RE RRE 5 ENTS - ^ 


ALL OUR INTERESTS/ 





GUILTY 


The Soviet only lasted 50 days. On 16 December 
1905 gtntmment troops closed it down and 
arrested the leaders IT* revolution had been 
defeated 

Trotskv was 36 years old. He speech in coon was 
an address to the world. 


OF BEING TROTSKY/} 


w€re slow 

-to respond. Only wihen Lenin 
hefymed did ihey act. 


T/ 

But the judges are not impressed. Trotsky* trial la&Ls a wa i and he is sentenced to Siberia 
for life! 
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In prison awaiting trial Trotsky had concentrated on two tasks. The first 
was reading French tw*te + "... I absorbed them with the same physical 
delight with which the gourmet sips choke wine or inhales the fragrant 
smoke of a fine cipir . . * from My Life t Trotsky 





"THE secoW&TASK 15 F6RHVIATIH& 7XE TOEOft Y OF 


But to understand Trotsky’s^ 
theses on the Permanent 
Revolution, we must go back a 
little. 


PERMANENT REVOLUTION 


r^tAETHlNG 
' WHICH WILL 
PfRMflNCNTlY 
UPSET OUH 
'MARVlST* , 
t PROFESSORS! 



In his preface to the Critique of Political Economy (1859) Marx had written . . . 




f No soda! older ever disappears until 
( new material conditions — new force* of 
l production — dc^dop sufficiently to 

replace the old ones. 



I That ail backward societies mu&l. of necessity, go 
through the same stairs of dcvdopmcnl as the 
advanced Western countncs* 

2. That for societies with a peasant majority, 
without democracy or polincai rights, tne next 
stage of dc\i'lonmcnt must be capitalism and a 
bdr$eoh revolution. 
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Now Trotsky played a new card * . . Why do backward societies haw to 
follow the same path as advanced ones? Trotsky's ideas marked a radical 
break with the views of Western European socialists. He stood the i 
accepted Marxist dogma on its hod. J 

Ot course. Trotsky wasn't the first to ite the words permanent ®l 
ws ohirkm. Both M arx and Karl Kauisky had discussed the ‘permanence 
of the nrrolution". Nor was he the fust to understand the notvbour^rois 
shape of the coming revolution. Parvus had interested him in the idea. 


other issues are dewed to her. In 
order to fight capitalism, only 
one way » left ... to help it to 
grow as fast as possible. * 


Vak idea dominated Russian 
Marxism. Marxists believed 
that a Russian Revolution 
would bnng th ttxnaj^eoisk 10 
power. This was expressed intis 
dearest and most unequivocal 
form by the lather of Russian 
Marxism"* G, V. Ptekhanov. 

4 Russia stands at a crossroad 
on the way to capitalism, and all 


WHAT ABOUT 

rue won kcrs ? 
W W£K£ DO WE 
etnri ? 


you don't* 


Here you may see what’s very rare, 
The world turn’d upside down 
A tree and castle in the air ; 

A man walk on his crown. 

Poem from the English Revolution of 1642 

But he was the first Marxist to 
develop a coherent theory of the 
Russian Revolution which 
stressed the leading role of the 

J urban proletariat, 

Y? In Results and Prospects (1906) 

4 f/ IV 1 he the ideas which he 

1 *< J defended for the rest of his life. 


And (his was to remain the 
viewpoint of Menshevism. 
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2. Who’* going to do if? The bourgeoisie? 

So. Pic Ru*an houigeoisie is timid, vadltotinB and weak, more fnghtemed of workers 
and peasants than of the Tar! And the boutffotsie in Europe will support the Tsar because it 
wants to protect its enormous investments in Russia. 


ASIC POINTS OF PERMANENT REVOLUTION 


Imperialism has established a 
world economy. Russian 
society was part of ih» w orld 
reality. This fad compelled it to 
develop a powerful and 
centralised State to defend itself 
from invaders. m E\vn capitalism 
q>pearcd as a child of the State . " 


The immediate tasks 
confronting Russia are 
boufiseois-deinocratic: 


X self^k^Tmination for 
national minonucs 


I. to abolish Hrnihfeudal 
n: Lit ions in the countryside and 
emancipate the peasants 


1 to elect a constituent assembly 
and proclaim a republic wit h the 
freedoms of voting, preass, 
political panics, trade unions. 


All this metns destroying the 
Tsarist State. 




Who then will make the revolution? Workers and peasants— and it will he despite and even 
ajsunsi the boujpw>b*c. 


3 THE PEASANT? 

Workers and peasants do not have the same soaaJ of historical weight. 
Numerically the peasants are the overwhelming majority. Bui they are 
diapered, tia%* no common outlook and haw accepted subordination to 
an urban dass. 

The choke which will confront them to tfay under the Isar Of fight 
akin^ade the workers. 

A (MY 1H£ Uft ‘df A PfASMT 


' 0 At - 

' H4ML 


7 10 12 . WORK IN 
tMt Fl£U> 


W^0 

6am Ft£0 me MtN. s 


ia.is. 


LrJyJL 









A SOCIALIST REVOLUTION? 



Yes, but in a backward country 
like Russia il cannot be 
completed within national 
limits. Suppose the Russian 
proletariat gains power as a 
resuh of the democratic 
revolution. What will be the fate 
of iorialiMn? Can it develop'* It 
will not depend finally on 
Russe s productive forces, but 
upon the development of 
international socialist 
revolutions. 



THIS IS THE CRUCIAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
TROTSKY ANP STALIN f 


Trotsky escapes from Siberia, oroe again, in February 1907. In Vienna, 1908, he starts hh own 
newspaper, Ptavda , struggles for the unity of the party and . , * plays chess with Alfred Adler,, 
Fmxfs renegade disciple. 



Bin his distance from both Mensheviks and Bdsheviks leaves bm without any or^rjsational 
anchor. 
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n n\% preface to the re-nmc of Result* and Prospects in post- 
revolutionary Ruisia in ) 9 l 9 t Trotsky summed up this period: 


In maintaining ihe standpoint of the permanent 
revolution during a period of fifteen years, the author 
nevertheless fell into error in his estimation of the 
contending factions of the social-democratic movement. 
As both of them started (tut from the standpoint of 
bourgeois revolution, the author was of the opinion that 
the divergences existing between them would not be so 
deep as to justify a split. At the same time, he hoped that 
the further course of events would clearly prove the 
weakness and insignificance of Russian bourgeois 
democracy, on the one hand, and on the other, the 
object he impossibility of the proletariat limiting itself to a 
democratic programme. This he thought would remove 
the ground from under factional differences. V 


i 


Hosing stood outside both of the factum in the period of 
emigration, the author did not fully appreciate the wry 
important circumstance that in reality, along the line of 
disagreement between Bolsheviks and Mensheviks, there 
were being grouped inflexible revolutionaries on the one 
side and, on the other, elements which were becoming 
more and more opportunist and accommodating , . 
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1914-1917: WAR AND REVOLUTION 



f 
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REMEMBER - 
WORKERS W FOREIGN 

countries are our 

BROTHERS AMP SISTERS 


Something cbc lore apart. The Second International, formed m 1889 by Europe’s major suuaibi 
parties. Till 1914 (w*h the exception of the British Labour Party) it had pledged to resist 
militarism and uar. 


But on the fma day of the war the International crumbled Many of the Sodal*Democraijc 
panics lined up with their own national ruling classes 



The revolutionary exiles from Twist Russia were thunderstruck. Most of them regarded what 
happened as a betrayal And many ol them now lost f aith in hour^ob portiaments and 
parliamentary parte. A year after the outbreak of war lenin proclaimed . . . 


THE SECOND 
INTERNATIONAL 
IS DEAD - . 


Y LONG UVE 
THE THIRO 
INTERNATIONAL' 


Whal Third Internationa]? Has he pine mad? 
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n 5 September 1915 in Zknmcrwmld. a little vilbtge in SwrtTtrhnii a 
conference of Fumpean socialists took place with 38 ddc^ilcs from 1 1 
countries. Most were pacifists Only a few. led by Icnin. wanted to “turn (he 
imperialist war into a civil war”, a policy known as ^revolutionary defeatism 1 


vzu^'fe-^e ^iMm b/MrzJd C4*-Jt+eu< 


What's Icnin lalkipg about 1 Simple! let's use the disarray of international capitalism to open 
up a second front at home! Our enemy & at home! German rcvduuonanes had already' been 
imprisoned for expressing similar views 
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Trotsky edits a ferocious anti-war newspaper 
from Paris called Vashr Slow (Our Word). Its 
contributors will become famous over the next 
decade* 

Alexandra KoHontai 
writing from 
Scandinavia, mi 
become Cofimirihar for 
Pubic Welfare in 1917. 


S»Ki sections of the tmd PifK, Jnim the 
Second Inlrmatiodil Opposition to Stalin 

before 1914, then a deported to Siberia i 

leading propagandist of I92S. Died or rircul 

the Comintern during during impriionmrnl 

Lenin's lifetime* Left — — « ■ 

Oppositionist to Stalin till H 

Trotsk y\ deportation in W OXHflU 
1929. Capitulates to A A i i 


Tnion International 
D. Z. Manuiltky, G. 

Y. Sokolnikov, N. N 
Pokrovsky and Ivan 
Maisky will all plaj 
important roles during 
and after the revolution. 

But some of these will 
not survive the infamous 
Slalinut purges. 

Likeable 

V* A. Antonov- 
Ovseenko, former 
Tsarist officer who led his 
detachment to vide with 
the 1905 revolution, will 
command the Red 
Guards' famous assault 
on the Winter Palace an 
October 1917* Later joins during imprisonment 
Trotsk \V Left Christian Rakovs! 

Opposition, but leader of the Balkan 

capitulates to Stalin and revolutionary movrm 
serves as ( omul in Spain, before the Russian 
Recalled and executed Revolution. Chairma 
MM* the l lrainian Soviet 

Karl Radek, member (918 ami then Soviet 
of the Polish, German and Ambassador to I ond 


& Chfcherin* 
Iundon correspondent, 
will be Foremen Secretary 
of the Soviet Republic* 
D Ryazanov, 
Marxist scholar, will head 
Ike Marx*Engeh Institue 
in Moscow. A. Lozovaky 
will head the Red Trade 








The war drove many of these Russian intcUeetuate towards Bobhevism. 
Even Trotsky, self-confident* aware of tus own la knits, is forced to 
acknowkdgE that thirty ait moving Lenin's way in Rusia. Striker 
mutiny and defeatism at the front, food shortages, peasant uairsi In 
March 1916 Trotsky publishes a proBolshcvik text 


One ought not to and one need not share the sectarian 
narrow-mindedness of (the Bolsheviks) ... but it cannot 
be denied that ... in Russia, in the thick of political action, 
so-called Leninism is freeing itself from its sectarian 
features . . . and that the workers groups connected with 
Lenin’s paper Social Democrat are now in Russia the 
only active and consistent internationalist force . . . For 
those internationalists that belong to no (action there is no 
way out but to meig: with the Leninists, which in most 
cases means joining the Leninist organisation . . . 
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Rus&aji iv%olutionaricv had horn hounded out of all cou nine* heat use of 
their opposition to the war. Many; like Lcim utilised Swiss neutrality and 
took refuge in Zurich. 

Trotsky was expelled from France as a “suspect atai* and eternally 
\ came to ihe United Stales. He was in New York 10 weeks whm the 
j* Russian Revolution broke out. lam. Trotsky and other cwks rush 
. hock as best they can! 


BACK 





1917: THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION 



1,. Kamrnei 


Savrc days taler, L B. 
Kamenev, ore of ihc staunchest 
Bolsheviks, wrote in the official 
Bolshevik paper. Phtwia: 


KAMtNfV/i 


16 April 1917; I emnarmetatthe Finland Station. 
St. Petersburg {now renamed Petrograd) lib 
speodi astound* hb audience and the Bolsheviks. 


As for the general schema 
of comrade lenm, it 
see ms to us unacceptable, 
in that it starts from 
the assumption that 
the bourgeois J 

democratic /C, 

revolution is g-J^s 

ended and C\*i 

coumx AAV V 

upon an v|i ° 

immediate \ 1 

transformation of 11 
this revolution into 1 1 
a socialist resolution. 1 1 


N. Y Sukhanov the cmiretU Menshevik hirfohan, records that. “Lemuel 
remarks resounded Eke a thunderbolt from a dear blue sky ... it stunned 
and confused even the most faithful at his disciples ‘ But why* 


Well weU! Has I*nin finally 
hoomre a TroLskvist? Left see. 
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s in 1905, the February Revolution immediately elected a Soviet of 
Workers’ and Soldier* Deputies. Almost overnight it was the only 
oi^nisation with effective power. Everyone knew it. 
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TseretfeT 


But the Soviet leadership- Mensheviks, SooaJ- Revolutionaries aid 
othtTs, including some Bolsheviks bebeved it was a 'law of Marxism* 
(hat this power should he transferred to the liberal bourgeoisie, I G. 
Tsereteli, a Menshevik leader in the Soviet explained the necessity of 
compromise with the bourgeoisie: 

"Its tnie that we have al the power , and the government would go if we 
Ifted a finger, hui that wuukl mein disaster *tw the revolution." 

And so, blinded by the orthodox Marxirt dogma of 'bourgeois 
revolution', the Soviet leaders actually begged the liheraJ leaden of the 
Provisional Government— a 'government 1 in name only to lake power! 
This is how Dual Power emerged. 

I ratsky\ predictions had come true! Here was the absurd contradiction 
of victorious workers handing over power to a "weak, vacillating 
bourgeoisie*. 
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i / Remember three eommamls: distrust the bourgeoisie; 

/ control your oun leaders; and rely on your revolutionary 
^ strength ! 



(M QOtNCj To 

Stop this 
bloody 

business / 


From May to Qctoher 1917 an interne struggle goes on inside die Soviet bcfwwn moderate 
MxiaiisLs and Bolsheviks Lenin calh for an end to the war waged by capitalists lor oipitaleit 
mtcrati 


KO-W6 WILL HAVE To 
BE RIGHEt To SEE 
V£RtH)N ! 






A. F. Kerensky. the sodalisi 
Prime Minister of ihe 
Provisional Government* 
conyues wth his C (Mnmanber- 
in-Cniel General Kornilov* to 
overthrow the Soviets. 
Kerensky bocks down at the last 
minute* 9 September 1917* but 
not Kornilov, 


'BULLSHIT.') 


I, General Kornilov, son of a Cossack peasant, cannot 
betray Russia into the hands of the ancestral enemy, the 
German . , . It's time to hang German supporters and 
spies with Lenin at their head, and to disperse the Soviet 
of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies so that it shall never 
reassemble. / am shifting the (m ain corps so as to bring 
it up to Petrograd 
Kornilov 











BOLSHEVISM IS VINDICATED 


Bolsheviks obtain a majority of votes* in the Pttrogral Soviet. October 
1917, and Trotsky is elected President In Moscow* and elsewhere 
throughout Russia. Bolsheviks gun majorities m the Soviets. The build- 
up of popular democrat k: support was, for l enm and Trotsky, the green 
light for a workers' insurrection. 


WHY /WENT 
YOU VOTING j 

against kchcwskh m [ 
v brother? y ' 


i AM 

KERENSKY 







23 October 1917: I mtn. in disguise, returns from ( inland to JVtrograd 
and appears before a secret session of the Bohhevik Central Committee, 
which include* Trotsky. The decision is taken for an immediate 
revolutionary sonrrt of power. Onh two vote against Zinoviev and 
Kamenev. 



Before history, Before the 
international proletariat, before 
the Russian revolution and the 
Russian working class t we have 
no right to stake the whole future 
on the card of an armed uprising. 
Kamenev 


Zinoviev and Kamenev oppose the insurrection in a published ankle 
and even reveal the date! Lmin wants to expel them as ^strikebreakm’ for 
this. But the Central Committer refuses. 





HE OCTOBER REVOLUTION 


()n 25 October <» 7 Noswnher. New Style calendar! 1917 the Military 
Revolutionary Committee of the IVtrograd Soviet launched a successful 
insurrection I min's influence was dcckive But who orgmkti the 
insurrection? let Stalin (ell us . , , 


The entire labour of practical organisation cf the 
insurrection was placed under the immediate direction of 
the president of the Petrograd Soviet, comrade Trotsky. 
It can be stated with certainty, that tlte party outre the 
rapid coming over of tlte garrison into the camp of the 
soviets and the skilful work of the Revolutionary Military 
Committee above all and essentially to Comrade Trotsky 
(Pravda, 6 November 1917). 

Joseph Stalin 



& COURSE* 





Subsequent ekctions* during ibe AIL-Russia C'on^tsi of Soviets show a 
dear Bohhevik majority 14 Bolsheviks, 7 Soeafet-Revotimonancs and J 
Mensheviks on (he Pmesdium of the Soviets. The defeated parlies begin 
to walk out. The left and Centre Mensheviks demand a coalition 
government \Men the Bolsheviks refuse. Marten and others lend a 
walkout 


Martov 


M\\ 


fljfs 

t 



£ Our rising has been victorious. 
A'om' they tell us: Renounce 
yxntr victory, yield, make a 
comprotnise. With whom? With 
those miserable Utile groups that 
have left or with those that 
\ make these proposals? 

I ... Nobody in the 

whole of Russia follows them 
any more. You are miserable, 
isolated ituks-iduals. You are 
bankrupt. You hose played 
out your role. Go where you 
belong: to the dustheap 
of history. 9 

“TROTSKY ft**t Hi* 
'His+ofij l^c 
Russian 1?evolijtiOP 




After the October Revolution the Bolsheviks treated the Tsarist generals with generosity. 
Something rarely acknowledged by bourgeois historians 


The revolution made the mistake of showing 
magnanimity to the leader of the Cossack attack 
(General Krasnov} He should haw heen shot on the spot. 
At tlte etui of a few days he recovered his liberty, after 
gh'ing his word of honour ncser to take amis against the 
resolution. But what value can promises of honour haw 
towards enemies of fatherland and property? He was to 
go off to put the Ikm region to fire and sword. 

fWYSAR OWE eFTHEfthSSMd REVOUmow' by V'C-tbr 




S£W*i#n 

4 


is*. The 
influence of 


Sabotage and cxstmter-nMoiiition are not the 
Bofcshoik rruimry leader Antonov-Cheenko i 
alcohol on the IVtrograd rcgjrnentv 


he urban middbcfeiss went on strike gput ihc Revolution. 
Menshexiks, powerful m the unions, remained hostile. IVkh&nov. who 
teheed the war against Germany should go on, enutted vttriof 


THIS isn't marxism - 
IT’S — IT’S IT’S 

unorthodox and UNOFFICIAL 


r A wild anti unexampled orgy spread o\er Petrograd . . . 
We tried to stop them by w alling up the entrances. The 
crowd penetrated through the windows, forced out the 
bars and grabbed the stocks. 

An attempt wav made to flood the cellars with water. The 
fire brigades sent to do this themselves got drunk . . . The 
whole city was infected by the drinking madness. At last 
the Council of People’s Commisars appointed a special 
commuar, endowed him w ith emergency powers, and 
ga\e him a strong escort. But the commissar, too, prosed 
unreliable . . Only after cm intense effort was this J 
alcoholic htnaev overcome.' d 


The Bolshevik bandits are a revolting mixture of Utopian 
idealists, unbeaies. traitors and anarchist provocateurs . . . 
We must not only master but crush this vermin, drown it 
in blood. That is the price of Russia's safety. 

I’kkhanov 


The 'Father of Russian Marxism' has become the custodian of the Russian bourgeoisie! 





HEY YOU - \ 

I VH£ft£ IS 
THE SOVIET 

delegation? 



iSr^WlI 

KfflWBWBpBB 

IBBtSm wil 



I he peace delegation at Brest- Litovsk distribute revolutionary pamphlets to the German 
soldier* ji . * ^ - 


Deutscha und rutmeh* Soldattn virbrudarn tich 1917 


That was only a foretaste of the propaganda to follow Bolshevik leaders 
were all agreed to use every means of agitation and pmpttpnda to 
encourage the rising tide of socialist revolution in Germany 





Bui the Bokhc\ik Central Committee were divided ow the crucial question* whether or not 
to make concessions to the German armies occupying areas of Russia Their are three 
positions. 



f. LENIN 


^IQN THE PEAct 

AT ALL COSTS - 
we NEED THE 

BAEAmnq space fj 


NO TALKS - 
CARRY ON THE 
WAR UNTIL 
RLMOLi/TlON 
CERMAKIY '/ 


TROTSKY 


PROLONG NEGOTIATIONS 
NO WAR-NO peace- 
till THEQtHWji 

i*#*K£RS REVOLT.' 


Lenin sees Trotsky's position as attract nv but too risky, Trotsky's resolution is passed by the 
Central Committee. Lenin is in the minority. 

3d 






Brest-1 iiovsk showed that the Bolshevik Party was extremely heahhy. The three sides of the 
peace question were publicly debated in the paps of Pravda. This is what is meant by “point® 


in command' 


THE REVOLUTION’S FINEST HOUR 


SOTHfitf’S WHA 
/ THINK, 
COMRADE/ 


'This party , so disciplined and so tittle encumbered by an 
abstract fetishism for democracy, still in these gra\e hours 
respects its norms of internal democracy. It puts its 
recognised leader in a minority; Lenin’s tremendous 
personal authority does not hinder the militants in the 
Central Committee from standing up to him and 
energetically maintaining their point of view; the most 
important questions are settled by vote . often by small 
majorities, to which the minorities are witling to defer 
without abandoning their ideas. 

Lenin, when in the minority, submits while waiting for 
evetus to prow him right, and continues his propaganda 
without breaking discipline . . . Neither gossip nor intrigue 
nor personalities play any important part in what is said. 
77r militants talk politics, without trying to wound or to 
discredit comrades on the opposing side . . . 

Victor ScfRC /7>s _ Af>~>v 


VJtlL THATS 

WRONG FOR 
A START f 
LOO KAT 
, IT MY WAY. 






The so-called Gvil War m Russia saw the Bolsheviks fighting not only 
aainst the forces led by White generals: Denikin, WrangeL. Yudcmch, 
Kolchak But the Whiles were aided by 50 thousand Allied soldiers, 
British, American, Itahan* Serb, French, Czech, Poles and Japanese % 
troops joined the holy crusade agrinst the Red Republic. Their aim is to 
crush the world's first workers' stale. 





Trotsky was given the responsibility ol organising 
the Red Army Why Trotsky? Bemuse his ability 
had already been proven by the military success of 
the October uprising 


iHT 

Pt t /- i . „ . jm. LI Til f I" - A 


rney twn 

jwtor? 


|Fi/r A 
[comiSSAK 
T(N£xt 
A Joj, 




nWo commissars. 
ue fte MOT SHORT 
f$F hORM Cq/WUMSTs!) 


Trotsky proposes that some Tsarisl twicers should 
be used by the Rod Amty which urgently needs 
experienced military men. 


Manv ex-Tsam officers desert the Red Army 10 
join Ac Whites. But a greater number arc won over 
to the Revolution. 
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* The only unpardonable sin which the Russian working dass can commit at this moment is that 
of indulgence towards its dass enemies. * -momcr - from 'my lif £ 9 
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Trotsky moulds the Red Armv into a lighting force without equal. In the 
years of OvQ War and foreign intervention (I9I8~2I) he is the supreme 
strategKt of [he Revolution. 

fifoW: Trotsky wr* 


TH£5£ ARE 

MY ORDERS, MEN, 
/ vilU. ATTACK 
FIRST - 0 DT I 
WANT THE RED 
ARMY TO , 
COVER ME ! / 


His spcoal armoured train takes him to the front and he participates in the 
hanks Irresponsible 1 So. Leaders should be seen as capable of defending 
the Revolution when the occasion demands n. 


In 1919, at the height of the Civil War, the Communist International— 

1 cnins sdl-prodaimed Third International is founded. In his war train 
Trotsky drafts a manifesto which is unanimously adopted. A 



tf= HE POESMT \ 

hurry op itU 
BE THE FOURTH 
/HT£RNAt/ONA L f 





fi 


/ 


CyL^ 



=d: 


Hastily thrown leather, the First Congress 
represented some tluity-odd small groups 
sympathetic to Bolshevism, 






hn fidricli 


Gust*v Nc&ke 


EANWHILE IN GERMANY . . . _ 


fhc outbreak of war had deeply divided lh? German socialist 
movement, and particularly the big. influential S«xid-l>*mocraiJc Party 
fSDP). On the brink of defeat— and following the abdication of 
Kaiser Wilhdm It 9 November 1918 — the German General Staff called 
on the SDP to form a repubtiran government. The most nationalist 
dementi in the SDP. the most respectful of state authority, such 
as Friedrich Ebert and Gustav Noske, responded willingly. 













AR COMMUNISM 

The Gvil War proved very costly. It kilted off a generation of the most 
poUikaflyconsMmwTori^ It mined Russia's economy. Apart from war 
deaths, some 9 million perished in 1919-30 of cold, famine and disease. 


CONDITIONS DURING THE CIVIL WAR 


“War Communism* met the economic 
emergency by imposing tighter state control, 
more expropriations and confiscation of 
grain from the hard-parsed peasantry. 

This policy meant a virtual militarisation of 
(he Soviet Republic with the Bolshevik party 
as the ^General Staff". It was supposed to be 
a temporary measure. 




/ B £ patient--^ 

( »r!s OMLY 
^d^MPORARY/ 





In 1920 Trotsky submitted a list of proposals 
to the Central Committee to change gear and 
restore an clement of the free market. 


m My practical war* had satisfied me that the 
methods of Wat Commtmism forced an us by the 
conditions of rtvii 'nar were compktcix exhausted 
and \l\at to revhe our economic fife the element of 
persnnai interest mm he intmdixtdm offcasts, in 
other word* h* had to restore die home market in 
same degree* 


Hus position is rejected by Lenin and the Central Committee. 


I 
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The Kronstadt Soviet was a strong nasal fortress on an island off 
Petrognid. Its sailors were famous as the vanguard of the Revolution and 
loyal Bolshevik supporters 
Why did they revolt in March, 19217 

Many of the sailors, as "sock of peasants* warned an end to grain 
confiscations They dcrrLindcd>» free market and democratic 
freedoms which 

the emerpmev ^ \ 

Law* of War / Qki // >3 

Communism had 

abolished. 


THEY TOOK M Y GRAIN 
SON -hfHATAR E you 

QOINfj to DO ? 









But Trotsky, Lenm and the Bolshevik Central Committee do not listen. Before the ice 
can melt, they send the Red Army commanded by Tukhachevsky to crush the sailors 1 
mutiny. The Kronstadt tragedy will haunt Trotsky for the rest of his life* 

i ^ -i * a 


*!f the Bobheiik duiaiorshipfeiL it Has Only a 
short step to chao\ and through chaos to a peasant 
rising, dw massacre of the Commmtsts. the return 
of the emigres and ui the etui through rfwtr forte 
of e\*nts, another dictatorship, this tone ami- 
proktarian," 

Victor Serge. Memoirs of a Revolutionary* 


Many Communists, hkc Victor 
Scrgs, were sympathetic to the 
Kronstadt demands. But Serge 
explains why he and many 
others decided to back the Pfcrty 
apinst the sailors. 





s?l 


THATS WHAT I 
PROPOSED- “ 

A YEAR A^O 


Lenm defined the AVh' fiaononi; /bfcy as “Stale Capitalism'. lYivate 
enueprcneure iNcpmcn) made profils in the towns. In the countryside, 
rich peasants (kulaks) prospered. NEP was tough on workers and poor 
peasants. 


M 


NEP wtfcs opposed inside the Bohhevik party by the leaders of the 
Workers Opposition* I lus faction. kd by the Commissar of Labour* A. G. 
Shiiapnikov Alexandra Koliomai and others, demanded the management 
of production by the unions. 



The 10th Congress pve a rough 
time to oppositionists within the 
Bolshevik party. 
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LOOKING BACK — AND AHEAD 


By 1921 the Bolsheviks had harmed all opposition 
parties. The happened, understandably enough, 
during the Civil Wax The main opposition parties, 
including left ones, had other collaborated with the 
Whiles — or threatened to do so. 

Hut the 10th Congress went further and harmed 
factions. If you ban other parties, it seems inevitable 
to curtail dissent in your own. Both lemn and 
Trotsky defended this measure, insisting it was 

temporary. 

The Civil War had been won by 1921 There was 
no real threat to the Soviet state. Why ban factions? 
Because it wemed necessary to I enm and Trotsky 
that the liberal* measures of SE P must be imposed 
nen at the cost of silencing dissent within the 
Bolshevik ranks. 

in realty, the eme rg ency measures of War 
Communism, and then NfcP, had actually 
strengthened the apparatus of the state, the puny 
and the bureaucracy', ai the “temporary* cost of 
democracy. If this apparatus fell into the wrong 
hands. Soviet democracy would be in real dan^r! 

Ixmin understood this. And so did Trotsky. In 
1923 and later Trotsky warned: ’We must not 
build socialism by the bureaucratic road, w* must 
not create a socialist society by administrative 
orders , . , bureaucrausation s a deadly enemy' of 
sodainn , . * (izvestkk 2 June 1925) 



The revolutionary tide had 
ebbed in Europe. But ihe 
European C ommunist parties, 
though often weak, refused to 
recognise this fact. At the Third 
Congress of the Communat 
International, in the summer of 
1921, Lenin and Trotsky 
developed their oonccpi of the 
Vnstea Front They- were 
resisted by the ultra-radicals, 
like Zinoviev. Bukhann and Ihe 
Hungarian Bek Kun. 


Bukhann 



IDIOTS / 


Zinoviev 


TROTSKY /5 \ 
RIGHT! \ 
/ SUPPORT 

/NALL 

ESSENTIALS 
UJHKT COMRADE 


TfWTTKY 
HAS SAID! 
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ut what had Comrade Trotsky said? 


MrtRCH ' 
StPARATELY - 


BUT STR»K£ 
TOGETHER-' 




1 . The Communist parties in 
Europe are not Immediately 
presented with revolutionary 
opportunities. 

2. They have still to win over 
a majority of the workers, 
without whom there can be 
no revolution In Western 
countries. 

3. Lenin said, and Trotsky 
agreed, that * ... to assu re 
the victory of Socialism It Is 
necessary to have the united 
forces of the workers of 
several highly developed 
countries * This must be 
accomplished through the 
Cmtrd From 





What a the United FronU 

Unity for common objectives 
between Communist* and trade 
union*, socialist and Social 
Democratic workers* 
or^nisations, Only by working 
topnher with such 
orjsmiasitiuns woukl the 
Communist parties he able to 
convince workers of the 
coned ness of communist ideas. 

In essence, the United f rom is 
the coMimiaiktfi of Trotsky's 
belief in Permanent Revolution, 
It ako rr\tak. once again, the 


’March separately, but strike 
to^ther^ 

I he Comintern voted for the 
United Front policy in 1921* 
and it was ir-affirmcd at its 4th 
Congress in 1922 

We shall see later what 
happened to the United Front 
strategy'. 






During ] min's illnevv the Pany leadership pwacs to Zinoviev, Kamenev and Stalin. Fhk 
triumvirate Holds the key potations. Kamenev was married to Trotsky s sjmct. Ill k didn't 
prevent him from siding with Zinoviev and Stalin against Troiskv! 




Trotsky’s position as Chairman of the Military 
Revolutionary Council is an honorary one* H& 
abikUss are not sufficiently wed; he h heing side- 
tracked and not given any key work in the ftirty 
apparatus. 

Skiwty hut surely Stalin plant* his men a* 
■ccretancs throughout the Party orpmsation to 
pin control over it, He work* out changes in the 
governmental structure. 
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txmns last hank* was to be apirtst Siakn WTiikc the Pam prepare* for its 
March 1923 12th Congress* Lenin plans: 

1 . to censure Stalin for ordering a Red .Army invasion ofticorpa above 
the heads of the Politburo 
2 to remove Stalin as General Secretary, 
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TROTSKY STOPQECgf ^CA^sf ^ 


T rotsky . cm his wav to Sukhum in the Caucasus to 
recover from an infection, rweivtsa telegram from 
Siahn. 'I he Politburo thinks that because of the 
state of your health you must proceed to Sukhum:* 
Trotsky docs not attend lenin s funeral 


no 



PU6USH' 

"THE 

TESTTVME^r/ 


enin had written a "last Testament" which made one important demand: 
Stalin ihoukt be rmnnwi a* General Secrekwy The Politburo decided to 
keep quiet about the Testament. Despite bitter protests from Lenins widow, 
Krupskaya, the Parly Congress was not told. 








m* egbsts 


R»* 




Trotsky accepted Partv 
discipline once the decision was 
taken to suppress I jentn s 
instruetjofis. 


in 







Trotsky did won*. Re allowed himself to be talked into a compromise with the Triumvirate*. 
He did not speak up on the Georgian question. He did not attack Stalin. Hi* mlcnoc would 
prove costly. 


Stalin was reflected General Secretary and became, in effect* the Pany*s master. 



One day, sometime later, Trotsky meets a friend who has just lost his position al the War 
Ministry. 


Jthe outstanding 

n ME&fCKRiTY IN THE 

IpARrrjff / 


(swim, w te/ly, hcw wNr 

\ SELF- SEEKING YE^OCfcmES 1 
ARE 'PUSHING tH £lER/-~ 
h/H£K£ . i4tsfD> ALL Of \ 
THEM TURW TO SrftUN 4$ < 

/ 7HE/R J 

j/OtlL tT ArlM ? | 
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WHATS GOING ON? 



Trotsky, Like other clear-headed Bolsheviks, understood that a 
real decline in class-consciousness had taken place Revolution 
was defeated in Europe, In Russia* it degenerated. A new social 
layer arose and strengthened its grip on society as a whole. Who 
arc they? 


Party-Slate bureaucrats 


Technicians 


Factory managers 


Party functionaries 



IT V, Sapronov; a leader of the Workers' Opposition (liquidated 1938) 


N. I. Muratov: Commander of the Moscow gimson (bquklaicd 1937). 


The letter was suppressed by the Central Committee, Trotsky was censured and the 46 were 
warned that they were brachtng the 1921 han on factions. 


® HE LEFT OPPOSITION 

f Trotsky had not been idle In October 1923 the struggle for Parry 
democracy had begun. The Ijtutr of the Forty-Six was a statement issued 
by 46 prominent BoWicviks against the Party leadership Their letter 
demanded better economic planning, freedom of criticism, debate, and a 
new emergency Party conierena e to review the situation. 

Who were among the '46* and what eventually 
happened to them? 


E. A. Preobrazhensky: cconombt and Politburo member (liquidated 
1937). 


V* A Artonov-Ovseenko: chief Political Camirusiar of the Red Army 
(liquidated 1938), 
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Adolph Abramovich J of fe. a veteran 
revolutionary and emissary of the 
Soviet republic to China, Japan, 
Europe, and an old friend of Trotsky's 
committed suicide in 1927; He was 
depressed by the growing degeneration 


he saw around him. He left behind 
a Iasi letter addressed to Trotsky: 








The hand that wtkls the 

whip is Staling He now 
h as tola] ori&nj&tliomt] control 
o\Xf the Puny. But he needs 
political alliances to pursue hk 
bureaucratic, agrarian policies, 
He need a head that can think. 


Bukharin uflcrv hk! 





In April 1926 Trotsky meets privately whh ?inoviev and Kamenev who admit plotting with 
Stalin, fabricating charges and *1 cm. "H> wm* AVafin a j/k, penrrsr, crue/. * Zinoviev 
and Kamenev go over to the Left Opposition, in an embarrassing about-face* when they arc 
already Isolated Trotsky is not too optimistic. 


fterthe 15th Co raps a campaign of vilification resumes* against Trots 
follower* and the ZinovTcvites Stahrosts instruct the faity o dfc *It's no 
aeckkm that the Opposition is led by Jews, This b a struggle between 
Russian socialism and ahem * 


YOU KNOW W/HAT 
THOSE TWO 
ARE LIKE ! 


Meanwhile. Stalin's bureaucratic policies gain ground, and there are two more disasters on the 
miematkmaJ front. / \ \ 




THE 1926 BRITISH GENERAL STRIKE 



-Mc\v 


British imd>unk»n fcatkTv, with 
whom Stalin has coQabofatedJ 
capitulate and surrender the 
Cknerul Strike to (*nme 
Minister Stanley Baldwin 


Trotsky's book* Where b Britain Going?* b widely distributed It is a ferocious attack on 
Fabian *ncialisin _ ~ _ 


"Briii'Ji p^eonfime im, by marts of mjfldat 
mbetton achieve special itwmles. with a 
conttmaMy shortening beak . > . One can say that 
the po&rmaf art of iht British hour# rots consists in 
shortening the beak of the 

proletariat, and jo not ailoHWg hsm to pterve the 
sJvd if the cafHtakst state .. If ise iuwfc m Rarwai 
Xfattbnald Thomas, Mr. and Mrs Snontkn 
hv haw to confess that the nork of die houTReotsit 
m seieakm short-hilkd and softdjilkd has been 


THE 1927 SHANGHAI MASSACRE 





ft would be unwise pedantry to 
maintain that , had a Bolshevik 

P ?%',t e %Z "fy. h the Solution 
efn2S-2r, the Chinese Communist 
Party would have UhfFAlUNClY 

rtSZt&ZT'- Butit I’contemMik 
S ?" 1 te assert that suck a 

disintegrate, ^A, 

^classes he 


Chianij k&isMc 
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SOMETIMES 1 
# W/5« / 
COOLt> REAOf 





Some months later, Trotsky delivers his Iasi speech teforc the Central 
Committee, the leading body of the Communist Party. He is heard in 
silence Ewn his opponents now realise they are witnessing the fall of a 
titan! Zinoviev does not even get a hearing He is abused, heckled and 




7 November 1927: the Opposition attempts to appeal to the masses on the Tenth Anniversary of 
the October Revolution, Stalinist strong-arm ganjs break up the demofttrabons. The masses 
watch siknily. Ibeir silence is deceive. 


Zinoviev and Kamenev capitulate to Stalin m Dcomibcr 1927 and petition for r^admHskwi to 
the Party as rank -kind Tile m em b ers 





Trotsky is handed an older authorising he deportation in 1929: 



"Under article 58/10 of the Crmtnal Codr. on a charge of cotmter- 
rcwkttionary activity . . . Resohvd Often Trotsky to be departed fre 
the territory of the USSR." ' 


The decision of the GPU, criminal in substance and Mega! in 
form , has been announced to me . 20 January 1929 , Trotsky* 


-YOU KNOW 

WHERE YOU 
CAM PUT 



NO COOP AT 
MEASURING 
FIELDS, BUT 
I’M SORRY 
TO SEE HIM 


Trotsky will never see Russia again. He is bound for the Turkish island of Prinkipa In the past, 
Prinkipn had been used by JhTamine Fmperof* to exile their opponents' 


Trotsky's expulsion was not the 
simple outcome of a dud 
between his personality and 
Stalins Rather, it was a radical 
struggle between Trotsky's 
principles of Permanent 
Revolution and Stalin' s 
bureaucratic defense of 
“socialism in one country^. 






Trotsky's apphcition for asylum is refused by the German SDP 
government. In Britain. the labour IVimt: Minis er Macdonald refuse^ 
though Lloyd George is in favour. H. G Wdbi, J. M. Keynes, Bernard 
Shaw and others appeal to the party lo let Trotsky in. 

Why does a Labour Government refuse the right of asylum to a 
distinguished socialist while granting it to react lonaries? 


BECAUSE HE'S A 

COMMIE ~ 

THAT'S WHY.' 


Bernard 5hdw 
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"But Trotsky cannot be silenced. His trenchant literary 
power and the hold, which his extraordinary career has 
given him on the public imagination of the modem world. 

enable him to use even attempt to persecute him. 

He becomes the inspirer and liero of all the militants of 
the extreme left of even country.’ 

Bernard Shaw 


Outcast, stripped of political power. Trotsky is left with the weapon of hs 
youth —his pen. And what a pen it wiD prove to be! 

In exile I rotsky develops a Leninist analysis of world polito* From 1939 
onwards he warns the Communist movement and the world about 
the growing crisis in Germany. 


very European and North American slate refuses him asylum As them 
two continents own the other three, the planet is without a visa for Trotsky, 


r 








THE PHONEY INFLATION 1923 

The German Social- Thuringia and Hamburg; but 
Democrat ic government without leaders nr objectives, 

deliberately encourages these arc ddcaied 
inflation a s, an excuse for not On 8 November 1023: an 
paving reparations to the Ail its unknown Adolf Hite -aaixs 
agreed under the 1019 Versadks his Munich beer-hall putsch. 

THE 1929 CRASH 


THE RISE 
OF HITLER 


In January 1922 the 
change was 200 Marks tothc Crisis sud denlv has tl* capitals 
'liar. By November 1923 it is world. Economic slump leads to! 
2 billion Marks to the dollar!' a crash in WaJI Street. Some 
Ihe German masses arc capitalists commit suicide rather 

operate. But ihe Comintern than live in poverty Mass 
fkaafc in Moscow- have no unemptaymem hib country! 
air ortes to ghe to the after country. 

:rman Communist Party, Six million German workers 

min is ill. Trotsky is isolated. arc unemployed. The SDP 
irisin^f occur in Saxony, Chancellor resigns* The rickety 
foundations of the Weimar 

!M|K _ Republic arc about to collapse J 


IN FOUR 
BLOODSTAINED 
ACTS 






Ernst Thadmana 
Communist leader in the 
German Reichstag 
( parliament). sees no reason to 
panic o\tr Hitler's 1930 
sensational success 


Stalinist officials in the 
Comintern ajpee. Their orders 
to I haelmarui arc * at all costs, to 
refuse a Communfct-Socialist 
alliance, Serial-Democrats arc 
called socul-fasdsts, and it c 
against them, not Hitler, that 
lire should be concentrated! 

I rotskv docs not agree, For 
turn, the Nazis ate the party of 
counter-revolutionary despair, 
of the pctit-trauf|jsofci run 


ACT 2: THE 
RESISTIBLE RISE 
OF ADOLPH HITLER 

In 1928 Hitler's Nazi Party 
obtains 800.000 votes Bv 1930 
the figure jumps to fiJGOiWO. In 
this same penod the German 
Communist Party increases its 
\thc from 3 million to 4 l £ 
millkm. Its attitude to Hitler is 
complacent. 


I Fascism raises to its feet those classes tltat are immediately 

I I above the proletariat and that are in dread of being forced 
i - dov.7i into its ranks; it organises and militarises them at 
3 the expense of finance capital under the cover of the 
T official government . . . Fascism is not merely a system of 

' ; reprisals , of brutal force, and of police terror. Fascism is 
11 . a particular governmental system based cm the uprooting 
s ' of all elements of proletarian democracy within bourgeois 

society. 

Trotsky 


For the shark, he has his teeth ana* 
You can see them in his face. , J ^ 

And Macheath, be has his knife hut f 
Hides it in a different plate 

Bertolt Brecht , 







Trotsky remains faithful to the United From 
strategy as accepted in 1922 by the Comintern. In 
this spint. he appeals to German Communists to 
unite with Social-Democratic workers against Nazism. 

Worker-Communists, you are hundreds of thousands, 
millions; you cannot lease for any place; there are not 
enough passports for you- Should fascism come to 
power, it will ride oser your skulls and spines like a tank 
. And only a fighting unity with Social Democratic 
workers can bring victory’. Make haste, you hose very 
link time left! 
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Nothing could he as detrimental to the German working 
class and communism and nothing would promote 
fascism so much as the realisation of so criminal a 
proposal ( Socialist - Communist unity) ... He who 
proposes such a bloc only assists the social-fascists. His 
role is indeed . . . plainly fascist. 




This is the C omintern nrpty: to denounce Trotsky 
Jis a “soctal-fosast''. a fascist" and a “criminal". 
Trotsky' ignores the abuse, shrugs ofT the slander 
and coininues the struggle. 
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At the start of his political career. Hitler stood out only 
because of his big temperament, a voice much louder 
than others, and an intellec tual mediocrity much more 
self-assured He did not bring into the movement any 
ready-made progrartmie, if one disregards the insulted 
soldier's thirst for vengeance . . . There were in Germany 
plert/v of ruined and drowning people with scars and fresh 
bruises. They all wanted to thump with their fists on the 
table. This Hitler could do better than others. True, he 
ktiew not how to cure the evil. 

. . . (But) doomed classes, like those fatally ill, never tire of 
making variations on their plaints nor of listening to 
consolations. Hiller's speeches were all attuned to this 
pitch ... 

Fascism has opened up the depths of society for politics . . 

. there lives a longside the 20lh century the tenth or the 
thirteenth . , . What inexhaustible reserves they possess of 
darkness, ignorance and sa\'ager\'! Desfxiir has raised 
them to their feet, fascism has given them a banner. 
Everything that should have been eliminated from the 
national organism in the fonn of cultural excrement in the 
course of the normal development of society has now 
come gushing out from the throat; capitalist society is 
puking up the undigested barbarism. Such is the 
physiology of Nazism . . . /ff* &L 


WHAT NOW, LITTLE MAN? 


The German Ce 


continued to rdu&c a United 
Front with the socialist 
OfgHtisations, The result 1 Hitler 
comes to power in 1933. 

In the concentJiliofHaiTipi&nd 
prisons of Hitlers Germany, the 
survivors of German sodaF 
democracy and communism 
will unite. It is the unity of the 
gnrvevard! 







Was HitkrV victory inevitable? No. But the German Communist 
leaders Mere only partly to blame. The real authors of the mistake 
sit in Moscow at the head of the Comintern! 
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BETBAYED 


In 1936 Trotsky wrote his last major work. 77u> Revolution 
Be trined. In it he presents a complete, detailed criticism of 
Stalinism. It was the first attempt by a Marxist leader to grapple 
with the problems of the bureaucracy. 



V* hat is the bureaucracy? 


T* 119 1 lliv uuiiatmasj* 

For Trotsky it was a new ruling stratum, forming between 12 to 
15% of the population. Material and political privileges rendered 
it conservative and counter-revolutionary. Its main concern is to 
preserve the status quo at home and abroad. It favours change 
only if necessary to preserve its powers. 

What can be done about it! 

It must be overthrown by fore tfrom he fa u. In other words, a new 
revolution! 

Yes. but a political one, to destroy the bureaucracy s power and 
privileges, to allow' a plurality of Soviet parties and to restore the 
Soviets. The economic and social gains of the Revolution remain. 
The bureaucracy is not a new doss, since its relations to the means 
of production arc totally different* Nationalisation of the land, of 
the means of industrial prod action, transport and exchange, 
together with the monopoly of foreign trade, constitute the basis 
of Soviet social structure* Trotsky was to bold firm to this belief 
till his death. 
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Many Left Opposition leaders, fooled by this change, capitulate to Stalin, 





Stalin announces the first Five-Year Plan in October 1928. a' 
crash-program of industrialisation. To succeed, Stalin says the 
"exploitative kulaks' must be eliminated as a class, and 
collectivisation of the farms begins Stalin breaks with Bukharin 
and the Right Wing faction. It is their turn to be denounced av 
'de\ unionists'! / 


S T?0 YOU 
7 raifriftec 
W/£N 7 H£y 
, TO/a you to 

EHFUCH 



N. 


■ jj 

iiL 
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Many millions perish of famine 
in 1932-33 because of Stalin's 
ruthless agrarian policy. 







FRANCE 1936 


rhc strikes of Miy-June 1936 burst suddenly upon France with a 
new form of struggle unplanned by anyone — the occupation 
the factories/ 

Leon Blum, a socialist, is in power with the Popular Front support 
of Communists and the bourgeois Radical Parly Blum promises 
social reforms, paid holidays and nationalisation of the war 
industries. The French Communist Party, under instruction from 
Moscow, ends the strikes and factory occupations. 



l y 0 


Leon 

Slum 



wm 
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Hitler and Mussolini didn't cart a damn about non-intervention. They 
immediately sent antis and troops to help Franco. But the workers and 
1 peasants of the Spanish Republican armies, with some help from 
/ mtcmational volunteer, weie still a match for Franco and his fascist 
croniesL 

Stalin, after a few months of strict non-tnierwmtbn. begin sending help in 
1936. Antonov-Ovxenko arrived as USSR C^ul-Gerierdl in Barcelona, 
Stalin’s help will prove way cosily! 


SPAIN 1936 


In Spain, moderate Republicans and left parties tiad 
fanned another 'Popular Front' which drove the 
conservatives out of ofli ce in t he elect ions of February ] 
1936, On 1 7 Juh 1936, dvil war began as a group of 
generals tod by Francisco Frarcc started revolts against I 
the Republica n government in various rit*» and 
Spanish Morocco. Franco was supported by the 
dergy, nobility', army and Spanish fasdsLv J 


Below o. T! 


But the Popular From government in France following 
Britain's lead —adopted a policy of 'non-intervention'. \ 
meant no help for the Spanish Republic! 




Anhinov-Ovscenko b> icmllal from Barcelona and executed in 1938. TIk 
tentacles of Stalin's putite. now reach into Spain iiseBl Whik tlx war 
apuiBt hranai rages. Spanish supponers of Trotsky, anarchists and 
socialists are systematically imprisoned and murdered bv Stalin's GPU 
agents in Spain 


MOSCOW 
IS SCNPlfijr 
you so/vte 

bullets * 



m 


•) ° 

m o 


/ \ 

') | o 


thank you \ 
comrade ! j 


sw 

ik A 






SOU shouldn't ^ \ 

SAY THAT IF { I 
YOU KNEW THEY ) / „ 
W ERE FOR ) I ? 


tKHVT 8E 
deceived. 


1 he antifascist resistance was useful— up to a point. Hu( Stalin 

H S ^ Re P* fc **? Uemoralisaiion did its work, 
and Jspam fell to Franoo in the spring of 1939. 



THE PURGES HAVE BEGUN! 


Before Stalin intervenes in Spain, an important event occurs. In August 
19*6. Zinovies, Kamenev and 14 other old Bolsheviks arc put on trill and 
executed. 

This is only the beginning of other trials, other executions of lop Soviet 
ofljciab, old Bofcheviks and oppreitkimsto. 

Mmt s going on! 

The outcome of the first Frwe-Yeur Plan in 1933 had ten a disaster. Stalin 
needed suipcpuaLv 

In 1934 a Stalinist leader in Leningrad. Serge Kirov. was assassinated. 
Kirov irad received more votes than Stalin at the preceding Party 
Congress. Kirov had also called for an end to the persecution of the 
Oppositionists. Stalin had him kilfcd. But the blame was put on Zinoviev 
and Kamenev, and the event was used to launch . . . 


THE GREATEST PURGE IN HISTORY 
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ACT 4: DEMONISM AND INQUISITION 


Only chanp- a few words— and the Stalinist inquisition * tgfon; vou. 


Victims of the Catholic InquLuiion. exorcised of their demons through 


llte purges, launched on an immense scale by Stalin in 1936. resemble ihr Catholic InquisttionT] 
What was the Inqtiishiftn? let King Philip II of Spain tdl us . . . 


torture, used to confess this way 


l ant a satellite and disciple of Satan. For a long time l was 
a porter at ihe gate of hell, but several years ago, with 
eleven of my companions. / began to lay w-aste the 
kingdom of the Franks. -4.? we Here ordered, me 
destroyed the com, the wine and alt the other fruits 
[ produced by the earth for the use qf /nan. 


Since all those outside the obedience and sendee of our 
Holy Mother the Catholic Church, fixed in their errors 
and heresies, strhe to estrange pious and faithful 
Christians from our Holy Faith, we have decided that the 
true remedy is to amid all contact with heretics and 
suspect persons and to extirpate their errors in oriler to 
amid the danger of so great an offence to the Holy Faith 
and the Catholic Religion in this part of the world. 

The General Apostolic Inquisitor of our realms oik/, 
possessions, with the agreement qf the members qf the 
General Council qf the Inquisition and after consulting 
Us, has decided to set up the Holy Office qf the 
Inquisition in these new provinces. 


Philip II 25 January 1369| 


This sounds like the confessions of ^rook\isi4a.'d!S j WTCckcni’ accused 
of srhotapng Soviet industry and agriculmrc. 

Can you recognise Trotsky' as Satan? Hard to believe? Just listen to 
Zinoviev at his trial ... 

6 fly cJefeitTi/e Bolshevism became thmdbmiert 

'vm oriti- Bolshevism, aM through trotskyism 
I arrived fit fascism. Trotskyism is fi variety 
of- fa&isw, and Ziwvievism is a variety of- 





We deserve 


attitude, at 
tfe trial* 


SMIRNOV 


158 


Vozrozhdmy^. a Tvrist exile 
newspaper, celebrated the first 
pur^ t rial of the Sixteen with a 
poem, 29 August (936. 


We thank thee, Stalin! 

Sixteen scoundrel*;. 

Sixteen butchers of the f atherland. 

Haw been gathered to their forefathers. 

Rut why only Sixteen, 

Ghv ms Forty, 

Give us hundreds, 

Thousands, 

Make a bridge across tfx> Moscow river , , 

_ A bridge without toners and beam 
\ /f,4^A bridge of Soviet carrion 

\ . ~ \ And add thy carcass 

«*/«£/ A . to the rest! 


HT 




it 
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Leon Sedoy th?fekys son 
(Died wysrerious/y) 



2ina, one / , / ' 3 

i?f Tirjf'skyi +w o 
daughters fSwiciae) 


Alexandra and TiilA, 
twrdered by Stalin' 


When a friend wrote that she if t; Py^' x 

; /V , 

//K/itpw/Kvr, ar^er. repulsion? Yes. ewn temporary 
weariness. All this is Itumar], only too human. Bin 1 will 
not believe that you haw succumbed to pessimism. This 
would be like passively and plaintiwly taking umbrage at 
history. How can one do that? 'History has to be taken as 
it is ; and when she allows herself such extraordinary and 
filthy outrages, one must fight her back with one's fists. 



Sole survivor? Not quite! Trotsky prepared for the founding 
conference of the Fourth International which took place in 
September 1938 in Paris. It was a gathering of 1 rotskyists from 
eleven countries. On the eve of the holocaust Trotsky re-affirms 
his belief in the ultimate destiny of the oppressed workers and 
peasants of the world. 7fre ir right to rule! 


Stalin destroyed every possible 
alternative to himself The 
picture was hleak by 1939. 


All anti-Stalinist forces had been wiped out; Trotskyism, 
Zinovievism and Bukharinism, all drowned in blood, 
fad tike some Atlantis, vanished from all political 
horizons; and he himself, (Trotsky), m<zs now the sole 
sun’ivor of Atlantis. 

Isaac Deutscher 



As Stalinism and Fascism traumatised the European working 
class, Trotikv remained the only Marxist theoretician who 
analysed both with dispassionate lucidity. v 

Exiled, Trotsky went from Turkey to France, Norway* and to 
Mexico where he spent the last three years of his life. 






The flame of revolutionary passion burned in him as 
fierce and bright as e\er. And he ga\e prtxrf of a force of 
character superior to that which he had needetl and had 
shown in 1917. Isaac Deutschcr 



I he experiences of my life, in which tfure has been no 
lack of either success or failures, has not only not 
destroyed my faith in the clear, bright future of mankind, 
but, on the contrary, has given it an indestructible temper. 
This faith in reason, in truth, in human solidarity, which 
at the age of eighteen i took sxith me into the workers 
quarters of the provincial town of Sikohyev—thisfaiih l 
ha\e presetted more fully and completely. It has become 
mote mature, but not less ardent. Trotskv 


. 
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TESTAMENT 

For forty - threeyears of my conscious life / have 
remained a revolutionist; for forty - two of 
them I have fought under the banner of 
Marxism, if / had to begin ail over again I 
would of course try to avoid this or that 
mistake, but the main course of my life 
Would remain unchanged. I shall die a 
proletarian revolutionist , a Marxist, a 
dialectical materialist) <tnd consequently, 
an irreconcilable atheist % faith in 
future of mankind is not 

in ?f ed ,' t “firmer today, 
ban it was in the days of my youth . 

Natasha has just come up to the window 
from the courtyard and opened it wider 
so that the air may enter more frr+h, 
into my room, lean see the bright qreen 
strip a grass beneath the wall, and the 
dear blue sly above the wall, and 
*“ "".rt everywhere Life is beautiful. 

Lei tne future generations cleanse it of all 
evil t oppression , and violence and eniov 
it to the full. JJ 

Leon Trotsky 

27 February 1940 
I Coyoacan, Mexico. 


THE LEGACY OF TROTSKY 



Trotsky*! idea!, and his personality, continue to weave a spell on 
friends and enemies alike. What arc the reasons for this? 


He was the only one of Stalin's opponents who grasped what 
was Happening in Russia and who* as a result of this knowledge, 
decided to fight ‘Stalinism is the syphilis of the lahouT 
movement; Trotsky's struggle in exile was the only antibiotic 
w hich might have rid the international workers' movement of this 
disease. Inc fight to build new organisations was vital in order to 
preserve the legacy of Marx and Lenin, That fight is far from over, 

Trotsky's legacy is the unfinished struggle; for proletarian 
democracy, for genuine socialism and the overcominp of 
bureaucracy, for social revolution in the ‘Third World „ for 
internationalism. 


BOOKS ON TROTSKY 



There are many, and steadily increasing numbers of books on aspects of 
Trotsky’s life, hit ideas and the puzzle' of hit personality The following 
are only a very few. intended to lead to more specialist reading, if that is 
wished 

Isaac Deutscher The Prophet Armed, The Prophet Unarmed, and The 
Prophet Outcast Oxford University Press, in various editions available in 
the US and UK. This trilogy, a monumental biography, is a classic and 
remains indispensable. 8y far the best treatment of Trotsky s He and 
thought by a Marxist historian. Should be read with h.s Stalin, alto 
available from OUP. 

Irving Howe, Leon Trotsky, Oxford University Press and Viking Press. 
New Ybrk. Not unsympathetic to Trotsky Bui does not entirely succeed 
in identifying his contribution to Marxism. 

Ernest Mandat, Trotsky A study in the Dynamic of His Thought, New 
Left Books. London and Schocken Books. New York Excellent overall 
introduction to Trotsky** ideas Alio contains a useful critical 
bibliography for further reading. 

Ronald Segal. Leon Trotsky, Pantheon Bools. New York and Hutchin- 
son. London Good study of the paradoxes* behind Trotsky's relation 
to power 

Victor Serge, his novels about the Revolution provide truthful, sym- 
pathetic testimony Conquered City, available in paperback from 
Writers and Readers, London and the Case of Comrade Tulayev, 
Doubleday. New Ybrk and Penguin Books, London. His non-fiction 
includes. Memoirs of a Revolutionary Oxford University Press. Year 
One of the Russian Revolution, Allen Lane. The Penguin Press. Lon- 
don, and from ienln to Stalin , Monad Press, New Ybrk. 

Edmund Wilson, To The f intend Stef ton, Ferrer, Straus & Giroux, New 
York and Macmillan, London. Includes a sympathetic introductory por- 
trait of Trotsky, as welt as of Lenin, within the European radical tradi- 
tion 

Bertram 0. Wolf a. Three Who Mede A Revolution, Dell, New York and 
Penguin. London. Contains a study of Trotsky, plus Lenin and Stalin, in 
the formative years prior to the 1917 Revolution. 
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From 1 923 to 1 927 the State Publishing House in Moscow produced 1 3 
volumes of Trotsky’s Collected Works and 5 volumes of his writings on 
military subjects Stahn stopped them 
No complete collection in English yet exists: but Pethfinder Press 
New York, publishes the nearest thing to one. Writings of Leon Trotsky 
t$2B t$40 r 12 volume*, T9 72 -78. 

Trotsky s major works, listed below, available in the US and UK from 
Pathfinder Press are referred to solely by publication date, unless 
otherwise stated 

77># Chef tenge of the Left Opposition, 1975. 

The First Five Years of the Communist 
International 42 volumes). Monad Press, 

New Ybrk 1973. 

History of the Russian Revolution, 1976 
and Pluto Press. London, 1976. 
fn Defense 0 1 Marx ism, 1973 
Leon Trotsky Speaks, 1972. 

Literature end Revolution, University of 
Michigan Press, I960. 

Military Writings , 1969. 

My Life, 1970 and Penguin Books, London, 

1976 

J905, Penguin Books, London, 1974. 

On Britain, Monad Press, New York, 1973- 
On franc#. Monad Press. 1968 
The Permanent Revolution. 1969 
Problems of the Chinese Revolution, 

University of Michigan Press, 1967. 

Problems of Everyday Life , Monad Press, 

New York, 1973. 

Results and Prospects, 1978. 

The Revolution Betrayed, 1972. 

The Spanish Revolution 1 1031 -391, 1972. 

Stalin. Stein & Day, New Yprk, 1970. 

The Statin School of Falsification, 1972, 

The Struggle against Fascism in Germany, 

1971 and Pelican, London, 1976, 

Terrorism and Communism, University of 
Michigan Press, 1961. 

Their Morals and Ours, New Park, 1974. 

Third International After Lenin, 1971, 

The Transitional Program for Socialist 
Revolution, 1973. 

Trotsky s Diary in Exile, Atheneum 
Publishers. New York, 1964 
Women and the Family 1973 
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WHO'S WHO 


Organ isffbom 

The Bund: in 1897 the secret cells of the 
Jewish Social- Democrats of Russian Poland 
and Lithuania held a meeting at Vilna and 
organised the General Union of Jewish 
Workers, known as the Bund. Mainly com- 
posed of factory- workers and artisans, it 
was Russia's first Social- Democratic mass 
organisation It was part of the Russian 
Social- Democratic Labour Party (R5DLPI 
until the Party's 2nd Congress in 1903 when 
it opposed Lenin's concept of a centralist 
party. When its demand for a federated 
structure in which the Bund would repre- 
sent Jewish workers was refected , it split 

Central Committee, the elected executive 
body of the Bolshevik Party (and later, at the 
7th Congress. March 1918. the Russian 
Communist Party) h is elected by delegates, 
themselves duly elected, to the Party Con- 
gresses In May 191 7 the Centra I Committee 
consisted of Lenin. Zinoviev. Kamenev. 
Milyutin. Nogin, Sverdlov, Smilga. Stalin and 
Fedorov 

Comintern: see Third International. 

G.RU.: the initials stand for State Political 
Directorate, the Soviet political police. 
Under Stalin it became the most powerful 
section of the state apparatus between 1922 
34. Previously, between 1917-22 it was 
known as the Cheka, and after 1934 under 
various initials NKVD MVD and KGB 

THE INTERNATIONALS: 


The First International: shortened name of 
the International Workingmen s Association 
inspired by Karl Marx in 1864 After the 
defeat of the Pans Commune in 1071 and 
the onset of reaction it dwindled end was 
wound up in 187$. 

The Second International organised in 
1 089 as the successor to the First. A loose 
association of national and revolutionary 
elements The organising Congress of 1889 
met in Paris under the inspiring influence of 
the Gorman Social -Democratic parliamen- 
tary victory over Bismarck The outbreak of 
war in 191 4 saw its major sections violating 
the elementary principles of socialist inter- 
nationalism and supporting their respective 
imperialist governments. It fell apart during 
the First World War. but was revived as a 
reformist counter-pole to Leninism m 1 923. 
ft still has an office and a Secretary. 


The Third Interne tional: the Communist 
international: the Comintern, organised by 
Lenin and the Bolsheviks in 1919 to guide 
nascent, world-wide Communist parties, 
and as a revolutionary successor to the Sec- 
ond. During Lenin's lifetime its world con- 
gresses were held annually In 1943 Stalin 
dissolved the Comintern to show goodwill 
to Churchill and Roosevelt. But its Cold War 
shadow, the Cominform, based on the 
major European parties, survived till 1956 


The Fourth International: founded by Leon 
Trotsky in 1938 as a revolutionary successor 
to Stalin's Comintern Trotsky s hopes of tt 
becoming a mass international movement 
were mistaken, isolation and persecution led 
to frequent splits. The 1 1th World Congress 
was held in 1 979 While remaining the only 
organised revolutionary current on an inter- 
national scale, the FI has vet to win a mass 
party to its ranks. Its best-known leader 
today is Ernest Mendel 

Met hrayontsy: literal I y the Pel roar ad Inter* 
district fMezhrayonnaya), a loose -knit group 
of ant i -war socialists which included 
Trotsky. Jofte, Ryazanov. Lunacharsky, 
Pokrovsky and other future leaders of ihe 
October Revolution, who were neither 
Bolsheviks nor Mensheviks when the group 
formed in 1913 


Narodnik: from narod, the people, populism. 
A democratic movement which arose in mid- 
19th century Russia. Its founders, rad real 
intellectuals like Nikolai Chernyshavsfcy, 
Pavel Lavrov. Mikhail Bakunin, looked upon 
the peasantry as a revolutionary class and on 
communal forms of peasant economy as the 
nucleus of a uniquely Russian kind of 
socialism. Narodniks hoped Russia would 
come to socialism without going through a 
capitalist phase of historic development. 
Some Narodniks pursued terrorist methods, 
others preferred propaganda, some, like 
Plekhanov. turned to Marxism Populism re- 
emerged as the influential Social- 
Revolutionary Party in 1902 

Politburo: executive committee of * and 
elected by ■ the Central Committee of the 
Russian Communist Parly Its formal 
organisation dales from the Bth Congress 
1 9 1 9 as the ruling body of the Party and the 
Soviet stale Us authority gradually shifted 


to Stalin. The first Politburo of 1919 con- 
sisted of Lenin, Trotsky, Kamenev, Bukharin 
and Stalin. 

Social Democracy: the name was bor- 
rowed from French republican politics of the 
1840s by the German socialist Ferdinand 
Lassalie. Lassalle's followers believed in 
achieving socialism through state reforms 
and cooperatives Another current of Ger- 
man socialism, the Eisenacher. ted by a 
Marxist, Wilhelm Liebknecht. were more 
militant In 1875, at Gotha, these two cur- 
rents united to form the Socialist Labor 
Party of Germany. Marx's Critique of the 
Gotha Programme: Democratic Marxism 
was defined bv Engels and Karl Keutsky m 
the Erfurt Programme of 1891. The names of 
Marx and Engels, its »ze and success «n par- 
liament. gave the German SDP great pres 
line It was the guardian of orthodox Marx- 
ism the model of the social -democratic 
mass movement of the 1890s and the lead- 
ing party Of the Second International, in 
1898 the first congress of Russian Social - 
Democratic organisations met at Minsk with 
6 delegates from Russia and 3 from the 
Bund and founded the Russian Social- 
Democratic Labour Party (RSDLP) as the 
political instrument of the Russian work ng 
class. The RSDLP believed that a bourgeois 
revolution, which would transform the 
Tsarist state into a liberal, capiialisi democ- 
racy, must precede socialism After the split 
at the 1903 London Congress. Lenin led the 
Bolshevik faction of the RSDLP to a final 
abandonment of the bourgeois revolution 
idea Tbday. aher the debacle of the First 
World War, the October Revolution and the 
rise of Hitler the political meaning of Social- 
Democracy remains a non -revolution ary 
centrist, parliamentary and state-form road 
to socialism. 

Soviet: Russian for eotwaf generally; but 
now usually designates the specific mtfitu- 
tion which mobilised the masses, seized 
power and became (at first actually later 
nominally} the government of Russia. 

United Front: internationalist strategy 
devised by the Bolsheviks to unite the 
working class against ihe common enemy 
Unity designed to combine all workers 
parties regardless of their political af- 
filiations m joint struggle One major eondi 
tion on the use of this tactic is that 
revolutionary parties must at all times 


preserve their political independence 
Differs from the Popular Front: a tactic 
devised by the Bulgarian Staimist. Georgi 
Dimitrov, in 1935 to enable Communist 
parties to move away from ultra- left sec- 
tarianism which had led to Hitler s victory 
Sought to unite workers parties with 
bourgeois ones to safeguard bourgeois 
democracy But failed to do so both in Spam 
and France in the 1 930s The Popular Front 
can be seen as a precursor of Euro* 
Communism 


Biographies 

Nikolai Ivanovich Bukharin {1888+1938}: 
parents, Moscow schoolteachers Joined 
the Bolsheviks as a student organiser 1906. 
Co-opted to the Moscow Party in t908 and 
repeatedly arrested in the following years 
Spent some time abroad. Returned to Mos- 
cow via Japan to lake part in the October 
Revolution. Considered one of the Bolshe- 
viks' leading theorists Elected to the Central 
Committee at the Bth Party Congress Occu- 

e d key positions in the revolution, as Poht+ 
ro member, Comintern Executive Com- 
mittee member and for three years 
co-leader with Stalin of the Communist 
Party. Initially on the extreme left of the 
Party. After Lenin's death, moved to the 
right and linked up with Stalin in 1926 when 
he was appointed President of the Comin- 
tern. Served four years as Stalin'* ideologist 
and apologist. After utilising him against the 
Left Opposition. Stalin had him arrested and 
tried. Main defendant at ihe Third Moscow 
Hal found guilty and sentenced to death. 
Lenin had described him as the 'favorite of 
the Party', but also as /soft wax. , on which 
any demagogue can inscribe whatever he 
likes! 

Leon Blum 11872-1950) french statesman 
and socialist. Secretary of the parliamentary 
group of the Socialist Party. In 1921, when 
the Party split, he led the minority group that 
refused to allow the Socialist Party to be 
affiliated with the Third International. 
Headed the 1936 Popular front bloc of Com- 
munists, Socialists and Radical Soc.aiitfa 
first Socialist to become premier, 1938. 
Imprisoned during the Nazi Occupation. 

Chiang Kaishek 11887-1975): flfSi m* the 
great republican, Sun Yatsen. while 
ing Military College in Tbkyo. Led the 


bourgeois nationalist Kuorrumang (People's 
Party) of China during the 1 925 27 revoiu 
tion. Hailed as an ally by Stalin Chung's 
April 1927 coup in Shanghai lad to the 
massacre of Chinas® Communists and 
trade unionists Defeated in 1949 fey Mao 
Tsetungs Red Army and tied to Taiwan 
where he established a base from which his 
son still rules. 

Friedrich Ebert (1871-19251: first President 
of the Weimar Republic. Became active in 
the trade union movement while a saddier 
and rose rapidly in the Socialist Party 
Labour secretary in Bremen, elected to 
Reichstag (parliament) in 1912, voted for the 
war budget at the outbreak of World War 
One. Leader of the Majority Socialists in 
1916 Became head ol the provisional gov- 
ernment of the German Republic in 1919 
when Kaiser Wilhelm it abdicated Another 
Social-Democrat Philipp Scheidemann 
(1065-1939),, became Chancellor of the 
Republic; and a trade-unionist member of 
the Reichstag, Gustav Noske (1866-1946) 
volunteered to act as military bloodhound in 
his post as Minister of Defence Noske was 
responsible for the killings of the Spartacrst 
leaders Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Ueb- 
knechl. He was President of Hanover 
1920-33. 

Francisco Franco 0892-1975); Spanish 
general and dictator born in El Ferrot 
province of Galicia From Tetuan in Spanish 
Morocco organised transport of foreign 
legionnaires and colonial troops to the 
mainland to launch a coup d'etat against the 
elected Republican government of Spain 
Although Franco had military aid from H.tler 
and Mussolini to win the Civil War, he stayed 
neutral during the Second World War At 
Burgos, 1936. Franco was invested with the 
bile of El Cauddio The United Nations 
resolution to isolate Franco diplomatically 
was revoked in 1950 Franco was in good 
standing with the Western Powers, receiv- 
ing over *42 million m credit from the 
Export-Import Bank by 1951 

Adolph Abramovich Jaffa 11883-1927): 
from a wealthy Jewish merchant family of 
the Crimea. Radical student Studied m 
Berlin where he became a member of the 
RSDLR Expelled from Germany in 1907 as 
an "undesirable alien" Drifted to Vienna 
where he met Trotsky and helped him to 
publish the Viennese frevtfe. Life-long 
friendship with Trotsky. Joffe donated his 
entire inheritance to the Party. Suffered from 
nervous ailments and was treated by 
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Freud's follower. Alfred Adler Joined the 
Bolsheviks with Trotsky and the 
Mezhrsyontsy in 1917 and was put on the 
Central Committee Lanin greatly prized his 
gits as a diplomat Trotsky stated that the 
Revolution "did much more than psy- 
choanalysis to liberate Joffe from his 
complexes." As Soviet ambassador to Berlin 
he made the embassy a centre for 
revolutionary propaganda Expelled and 
diplomatic relations suspended Illness and 
despair led him to commit suicide in 1926 
an act which gamed political significance 
because of his famous fetter to Trotsky H>s 
funeral was the last public demonstration by 
Trotskyists in the USSR 

Lev Borisovich Kamenev iRosonfeld) (1883* 
1936): Trotsky's brother-in-law. Born in Mos- 
cow; father, engineer. Became attracted to 
Marxism as a student in Tlflis In Paris, 1902, 
met Lenin and became a close supporter 
and committed Bolshevik. Edited Prvt&fBf% 
the Party's central organ Leader of the Bol* 
shevik faction m the 1914 Duma (Russian 
parliament under the Tsar). In 1914, with 
other RSDLP deputies, opposed Russia's 
entry into the war, was tried for treason 
convicted and exiled to Turkhansk Elected 
to the Central Committee, April 1017, 
Kamenev, like Zinoviev, opposed the Octo- 
ber insurrection. Deputy Chairman under 
Lenin in the Council of People's Commis- 
sars and the Council of Labour and Defence. 
Appointed by Lenin himself as Lenin's liter- 
ary executor and editor of Lenin's Colfectmf 
Works. First president ol the Lenin Institute. 
In 1919, at the front as an extraordinary rep- 
resentative of the Counc i of Defence Shot 
by Stalin s order as a self-confessed traitor 
m the purges of 1936 

Karl K flunky (1854-1938) One of foremost 
headers and Marxist theorists of German 
Social Democracy and the Second Inter- 
national prior to the war In 1017 helped 
found the Independent Social Democratic 
Party (US PD). When over half its members 
spin in 1920 and joined the German 
Communist Party . Kauisky led the remainder 
back to the Second International in 1923. 
Became a leading opponent of the October 
Revolution and the subject of fierce attacks 
by Lenin and Trotsky who had once con- 
sidered themselves his pupil*. 

Alexander Fyodorovich Kerensky (1661- 
1970). born, like Lenin, In Simbirsk of petty 


nobility. Law graduate, 1904, specialised in 
defending socialists. Member of the out- 
lawed Social- Revolutionary Party Elected a 
Trudovik. or Labour Party, member to the 
Fourth Duma in 1 91 2. Vice-Chairman of the 
Petrograd Soviet, but accepted post as 
Minister of Justice in the bourgeois 
provisional government formed by Prince 
Lvov in March 1917. Became Minister of 
War, May 1917. andoont in ued the offensive 
against Germany and Austro* Hungary 
Became Prime Minuter after reorganisation 
of the provisional government in July* 
1917. He fled Petrograd, and left Russia, 
when the Bolsheviks seized power 

Alexandra Mikhailovna Kollontai (1872* 
1952): from a wealthy lard owning family; 
her father, a T sarist general. Privately educa- 
ted, to isolate her from possible revolution- 
ary contamination Sympathetic to Narod- 
nik terrorism Early marriage to escape 
parental control did not Iasi long. Joined 
educational and cultural societies, all con- 
cerned with aid to revolutionaries. Studied 
economics abroad Became a Social- 
Democrat and Marxist. Witnessed the 
Bloody Sunday massacre of 9 January 1905. 
Organised meeting* for women workers 
Socialist feminist, held that women workers 
should not be organised separately from the 
Party, but that a special bureau inside the 
Party should defend their interests 
Attracted to Bolshevism, but between 1905- 
15 was a Menshevik. Commissar for Bureau 
for Work Among Women in 1917 Member of 
the Workers' Opposition from 1919-22. Sta- 
lin detached her from the Left Opposition by 
making her a diplomat. As ambassador to 
Sweden she delivered Stalin's ultimatum to 
the government which had been prepared 
to grant Trotsky a visa. She died peacefully 
in Moscow— the only figure from the oppo- 
sition whom Slalm did not execute. 

Nikolai N. Kresttnskyf 1883 1936): bom in 
Mogilyov on the Dnieper, son of radical 
intellectuals. Law graduate from St 
Petersburg University 1907. Remained a 
barrister till 1917. Bolshevik since 1907. 
Stood as Bolshevik candidate to the Fourth 
Duma elections. Arrested with other 
deputies and deported m 191 4 to the Urals. 
People's Commissar for Finance in 1 91 Bend 
later Deputy Commissar for Foreign Affairs 
till 1935. Made hi* mark as a Sowei diplomat 
after being sent abroad for ht* Trotskyist 
sympathies Repudiated the Opposition in 
1926 Expelled from ihe Party in 1935 and 


tried in the Bukharin Rykov Third Moscow 
Trial in 1936 Sentenced and shot. 
Rehabilitated October 27. 1963, via a 
lengthy appreciation in frvesf/a. 

Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya 
(1 869- 1 939): born in St Petersburg, father a 
court official with liberal sympathies 1691- 
6 worked *s* teacher giving evening cl esses 
to workers Became an early Marxist. Met 
Lenin, became his legal wife to accompany 
him into Siberian exile. Bolshevik Party 
worker. Commissar for Adult Education 
Wrote numerous works on education After 
Lenin's death wanted to make hi* Testament 
public. Her proposal was defeated by 30 
votes to 10 on the Central Committee. 
Sympathised with the Opposition, but under 
threats and intimidation she capitulated to 
Stalin and remained a silent, tormented 
witness to the liquidation of Lenin's closest 
collaborators 


Beta Kun (1866 1939) leader of the 
Hungarian Gommumst Party and head of the 
short-lived Hungarian Soviet Republic 1919. 
Became a Comintern functionary with ultra- 
leftist views. and later a rabid anti -Trotskyist. 
Executed during the purges of 1939. but 
partially rehabilitated in 1956 


Yuri Osipovich Martov (Tsederbsum) 
[1 873 - 1 923): grandson of prominent Jewish 
edrtor and publicist. Began a revolutionary 
career as a student at St Petersburg, 
expelled and arrested several time* In Vilna 
in the 1890s played an important role in the 
formation of the Bund and the rising labour 
movement With Lenin, a founder of the 
League of Struggle for the Emancipation of 
the Working Class, and together with Lenin 
arrested in St Petersburg, 1696, and 
sentenced to Siberia Editor and co- founder 
Of f$kr* in 1900 wrth Lenin, Plekhanov, 
Axelrod, Vera Zasulich and Fotresov 
Menshevik leader after 1905-7, favoured 
development of orthodox Marxist Soaal- 
Democracy by legal means Opposed the 
outbreak of war but also Lenin's call for 
revolutionary civil war. Returned to Russia 
May 1917 Supported a socialist coalition 
government and was against Soviet seizure 
of power. At the Congress of Soviet* in 
October spoke against the Bolshevik assault 
on the Winter Palace, and later Lenin's 
dissolution of the Constituent Assembly. In 
1921 with Lenin's permission left for Ger- 
many. 
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Pmvm\ AT Miliukov (1859-19431 dis- 
tinguished historian, publicist and liberal 
politician In 1895 forbidden 10 teach si 
1 Moscow University because of his liberal 
views. Leader of the Constitutional 
Democratic Party ICadets) and prominent 
member of all the Duma* Minister of 
Foreign Affair® in the Provisional Govern- 
ment. resigned April 1 91 7 One of the more 
capable of (ha liberal bourgeois opponents of 
Bolshevism 

Willi Mlinrenberg (1889-1940) German 
Communist leader. Secretary of the Inter- 
national Socialist Youth League 1914-21 
and then th# Young Communist Inter- 
national- Later an important organizer and 
Communist deputy in the Reichstag till 
1933 Broke with the Party in 1937 after the 
Moscow Trial* Found hanged in France in 
1940 after an escape from an internment 
camp His death is variously ascribed to the 
Gestapo and the NKVD. 

Alexander Lazarevich Parvus (HeJtand) 

(1868-19241: bom in Minsk province, raised 
in Odessa Successful career as journalist in 
German left-wing press and as intermediary 
between German and Russian Social- 
Democrat* Organised publication of Iskra 
in Leipzig. With Trotsky, a leader of the 1915 
Petersburg Soviet Escaped from Siberia. 
Became extremely rich m Turkey and Bal- 
kans between 1910-15 and acted as go- 
between with German Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. Arranged with Germany the safe- 
conduct of Lemn and others to Russia 
Helped finance the Bolshevik*; but his 
shady pro-German dealings alienated Lenin 
who refused him entry to Russia ©tier the 
October Revolution. 

George Valentinovich Plakhanov (1856- 
1918): bom lambov province of noble fam- 
ily While a student of mining in St. Peters- 
burg, joined Narodnik*. In 1897 he led a 
Narodnik faction, Chorny Peredel (Black 
Partition), which opposed terrorist 
method*. He abandoned Narodnik peasant 
socialism and in exile, with PB Axelrod and 
Vera Zasulich, formed the Marxist Eman- 
cipation of Labour group in 1883 which 
laid the foundation of Russian Social- 
Democracy. As intellectual leader of the 
movement, 'The father of Russian Marxism 
influenced a whole generation of militant*, 
including Lenin. His many writing* popul 
erised Marxism in Russia. He espoused me 
doctrine of economic determination which 
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established a close relation between dialec- 
tical materialism and the physical sciences f 
After 1903 he sided with Mensheviks In 1914 
he insisted on participation in the defence of 
Russia and ooposed ihe Bolshevik tactic of 
defeatism He continued to oppose the 
Bolsheviks after the 1917 revolution, but 
was isolated from (he Mensheviks too 
because of hi* pro-war stand. He died in 
exile in Finland. 

I i 

Karl Berngardovich Radek (Sobol sohn] ! 

(1885-1939?) born in Lvov, Poland, brought 
up by his schoolteacher mother Became a 
Martisi and Polish Social -Democrat ! 

Emigrated to Berlin, but returned to Warsaw 
for the 1905 revolution. Brilliant journalist , 
notorious at assemblies for hi* savage 
tongue and wit Both member of Polish and ^ j 
German Social- Democratic Parties, an op- 
ponent of Rose Luxemburg Attended the \ 
Zimmerwald and Kemthai anti-war con- 
ferences. Wa* in the Bolshevik Foreign 
Bureau in Stockholm during the October 
Revolution; but accompanied Trotsky to 
Brest- Luo vsk. Member of the Central Com- 
mittee and executive committee of the 
Comintern Sent on a number of missions by 
the Comintern to Germany Strong sup 
porter of Trotsky and the Left Opposition. His 
subsequent capitulation to Statin drd not save 
him. Tried in 1937, found guilty, and 
sentenced to 10 years imprisonment The 
circumstances of his death ©re unknown. j 

Christian Georgievich Rakov sky (1873 
1941) born in (total. Bulgaria, of wealthy ■ 
parents and notable family prominent in the 
struggle for independence against Turkey 
involved in politics as a 14-year -old 
Schoolboy, emigrated at 1 7 to Geneva where 
he came under Plekhanovs influence 
Connected with Russia by marriage, 
travailed there, and was active in Roumani© 
and Bulgaria Met Trotsky in 1903 and 
became a life-long friend Close to letr- 
Menshevism but persuaded by Trotsky to ' 
join the Bolsheviks. In 191 8 Chairman of the 
Ukrainian Soviet and iater Soviet am- 
bassador to London and Pans Fought 
bureaucracy and Stalin in 1923 on the 
question of nationalities Joined the Left ’ 
Opposition m 1927. But In 1 934. because he 
considered the USSR in mortal danger from 1 
Fascism, he rallied to the leadership by : 
capitulating to Stalin The exiled Trotsky was t 
shattered by (Ns decision. Rakovsky was 
framed, accused of being a German agent, 
and sentenced to imprisonment at the Third j 


Moscow Inal in 1 938 He died in a concen- 
tration camp, probably in 1941, 

Victor Serge (Kibalchich) U890-1947): born 
in Belgium, hi* father an exiled Narodnik 
and mother of Polish gentry. A relative. 
Nikolai Ivanovich Kibalchich, a Narodnik 
theorist, was a chemist accused of manufac- 
turing the bomb* that blew up Tsar Alexan- 
der II in 1881. Serge's political activity began 
m the anarchist movement of pre-1914 
France. His friends were guillotined for their 
part in terrorism 1917 found him in Barce- 
lona taking part in a doomed uprising with 
his syndicalist comrades Arriving in Russia 
in 1919 jomed the Comintern as editor, 
administrator and agent abroad. Joined (he 
Left Opposition, was imprisoned and 
deponed to Central Asia Exiled from Russia 
before the purge trials began Serge's te* 
timony as a novelist, poet, historian and 
journalist reflects the experience of three 
generations of revolutionaries - and their 
annihilation. 

Alexander Gavrilovich Shliapmkcv (1885 
1937) from a poor artisan family of OW 
Believers in Murom Three years elementary 
schooling, he became a qualified fitter and 
turner, and worked as a docker Became a 
militant in the pre-1905 strike wave by 
reading revolutionary pamphlets. As a 
militant trade union organiser was often 
beaten up and arrested Became a Bolshevik 
in 1907 Emigrated m 1908 and worked in 
several European factories Returned to 
Russia during the war and in 1915 was 
Chairman of the Russian Bureau of the 
Central Committee. Helped set up the 
Petrograd Soviet in 1917 Chairman of the 
Metalworkers' Union, Soviet executive and 
Commissar for Labour in ihe first Soviet 
government Organised the first armed 
workers' Red Guard in (he legendary Vyborg 
District On the left-wing of ihe Party 
Together with Kollontai in 1921 foundedthe 
Workers' Opposition Sent abroad as a 
diplomat in 1924 Returned in 1926 and 
capitulated to Stalin. Expelled from the party 
at a degenerate* m 1933 Refuted to 
collaborate in a show trial, imprisoned and 
shot in 1937, Partially rehabilitated by the 
Procurator s Office in 1956 


Emil Thaelmannfl 886*1 944) leader of the 
German Communist Party after rts St aim isa 
lion Ran for President against Hmdenborg 
and Hitler in 1 932 Between 1 924-33 leader 
of the Communist Party's Reichstag f raction 


Arrested by the Nazi* in 1933 and murdered 
m a concentration camp at the end of the 
war. 


Mikhail N. Tukhaehevsky (1893-1937): 
from a land-owning family, joined Cadet 
Corps and graduated from a top Military 
Academy in 1914. Fought as lieutenant in 
ihe First World War and taken prisoner by 
the Germans. Escaped and returned Joined 
the Bolsheviks in April 1918 and helped 
Trotsky create the fled Army. One of the 
revolution s leading military strategists, a 
fiery orator. Led the military suppression of 
the Kronstadt mutiny Fell foul of Stalin was 
tried and shot in the army purge in 1937. 
Refused to condemn Trotsky . Stalin had hts 
entire family killed, except for hi# daughter 
Rehabilitated after 1956 

Vera Zasulich (1851-1919): became a 
Narodnik militant while a student. Shot and 
wounded the Governor of St Petersburg, 
General Tepov, in protest against his ar- 
bitrary order under which a Narodnik 
student Bogolyubov was flogged for failing to 
remove his hat in Trepov s presence Her 
trial and acquittal by the jury caused a 
sensation and ' was popularly supported 
Zasulich, with Plakhanov end others, passed 
from the Chrony Peredel Narodnik faction to 
Marxism, and in exile in Geneva helped to 
found Russian Social Democracy, eo edited 
isiff and sided with Mensheviks after 1903. 

Grigorl Yevseyevich Zinoviev 
(Radomyfskyl (1883-1936): Born m 
Ehzavetgrad. family of dairy farmer*. No 
formal education Social Democrat at 18 
and helped organise the first economic 
strikes in south Russia in 1 890 Fled abroad. 
Met Lemn in 1903 and became © staunch 
supporter From 1 907 permanent member of 
the Bolshevik Central Committee, Lenin's 
closest assistant and co-editor of all hi* 
publications Returned to Russia with 
Lenin s group. In hiding with Lenin after the 
abortive July uprising 191 7. Despite his, and 
Kamenev s, disagreements with Lenin over 
October, remained top Bolshevik 

organiser. Chairman of Petrograd Soviet, in 
charge of North-West Russia 1916-19, and 
head of Comintern in 1919. In 1923-4 
helped Stalin to doieat Trotsky. In 1 926 with 
Kamenev led the Leningrad Opposition' 
which tried to oust Stalin but was defeated 
by the Stalin-Bukharin alliance After lost all 
hi* main posts Perished in the first purge 
the Moscow Trial of Augusi 1936 
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